
 
 

 Our Savior's Lutheran Church 

(218) 263-7422 – www.oslchibbing.org 

 
+First Sunday of Christmas December 31, 2023 

 

Prayer request and visitor cards can be found in the pew rack. 
 

 

 
(*) Denotes when to stand, if you are able.  Boldface readings are spoken together. 

 

 
 

Prelude                “O Holy Child of Bethlehem” by: Douglas Wagner Nadine Berg 
 

 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

 
 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily 

magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

 

Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from 
you and given ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and 

humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 

unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn 
us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and 

serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 
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God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and 
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the 

name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 

with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 

through faith.  Amen. 
 

 
 

*Gathering  Hymn                “The Bells of Christmas”                   #298 vs. 1,3,4,6 

 

 

*Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
And also with you. 

 

*Kyrie          p. 147 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy.   
 For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 Lord, have mercy.  

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,  
and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.   

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,  
let us pray to the Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.       
Help, save, comfort, and defend us gracious Lord. 

Amen.                 

 
*Hymn of Praise         p. 148 

 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father,          

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

You take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
          in the glory of God the Father.   Amen.  

 

 
 



 
 

 
*Prayer of the Day 
 

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet 
more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of 

the one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

 
 

Reading 

 
A reading from Revelation 21:1-6a 

  

I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 
 He will dwell with them; 

 they will be his peoples, 

 and God himself will be with them; 
 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

 Death will be no more; 

 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
 for the first things have passed away.” 

 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things 
new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he 

said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end.” 

The word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God. 
                 

 
Children’s Message   Kara Ronning 
 

 
 

*Gospel Acclamation                       p. 151a 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

*Gospel                                               Matthew25:31-46

  

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the 

angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will 

be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a 
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the sheep at his 

right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will say to those at his 
right hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you 

gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was 

sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ Then the 

righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and 
gave you food, or thirsty and gave you something to drink? And when was it 

that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave you 
clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 

you?’ And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one 

of the least of these who are members of my family you did it to me.’ Then he 
will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are accursed, depart from me into 

the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and 
you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43I was 

a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not give me 

clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ Then they also will 
answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or 

naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he will answer 
them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, 

you did not do it to me.’ And these will go away into eternal punishment, but 

the righteous into eternal life.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

Sermon                Kara Ronning 
 
 

 
*Hymn of the Day     “What Child Is This”         #296 

 

 
 

 



 
 Apostles Creed  

 

Along with the church, we confess our faith.  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

  creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
 

  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 

  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

 

 
*Prayers of Intercession   

 

Trusting in God’s good news of great joy for all people, we offer our prayers for 

ourselves, our neighbors, and the world God loves. 

 
A brief silence. 

 

You inspire faith in our hearts and call us to rejoice with our whole selves at the 
salvation you bring. Make our churches places of belonging for all people in the 

fullness of their being. Raise up the gifts and the witness of people who are 
neurodivergent, living with disability, or bearing invisible illness. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 
We give thanks for all the beloved who lived with expectation and departed this life 

in peace (especially). Sustain us in joy until we join them around your throne. Hear 
us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 
Abide with us, O God of mercy, and receive our prayers according to your   abundant 

grace. 
Amen. 
 

 
 

 



 
 

 
Peace  

The peace of Christ be with you always.   

And also with you. 
 

 
Reception of Offering    “Good King Wenceslas” arr. by Keith Christopher  

      Nadine Berg 

 
*Offertory “In the Bleak Midwinter”       #294 vs. 3 

 

*Offering Prayer 
 

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered 
together to become one bread, so let your church be gathered 

together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for yours is 

the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

 
* Lord’s Prayer                                                                                             p. 154b 
 

 

*Blessing  

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  Amen. 
 

 

*Sending Hymn  “Cold December Flies Away”                       #299       

 
*Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude            “A Carol for the New Year” Alfred Fedak      Nadine Berg 
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Assisting with Worship Today: 
Pastor:  Kara Ronning 

Acolyte:  Naomi Ronning 
Cantor:  Roy Berg 

Lector:  Scott Fawkes 

Choir Director : Roy Berg 
Organist: Nadine Berg 

Videographer: Dustin Davidson/John Law 
Altar Guild: Peggy Graham 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 
 

NEWS & NOTES 
 
 

Our radio broadcast is Sponsored by Zach Moore in Memory of loved ones    Thank 
you and God bless. 
 
Best wishes to Donna Monson who will be celebrating her birthday this week 
(Saturday).  Happy Birthday!!! 
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